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UpNorth Pride Promotes Visibility
Micah Mabey
Staff Writer
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A bright light shone on Traverse City 
even as October’s clouds took over the 

sky. It was fueled by all the colors of the rainbow. This year’s 
Up North Pride March, which took place from October 13-
17  featured a celebration unlike any that has come before 
it. Coming out of a worldwide pandemic lockdown, the 
LGBTQA+ community felt it was extremely important 
to connect with each other again. And connect they did. 
Through food, hugs, music, laughter, and love.

In the years since the original Traverse City event in 2014, 
Up North Pride has grown to become the largest participant-
driven LGBTQA+ Pride March in Michigan—attracting 
more than 6,000 attendees in 2019. It has become Michigan’s 
premier destination Pride Celebration, as well as a leader for 

LGBTQA+ advocacy in northern Michigan. 
With the visibility march (yes, a march, not a parade), 

a drag-tastic Drag Show headlined by BenDeLaCreme of 
RuPaul’s Drag Race fame, the Big Gay Brunch, and a large 
handful of other events, this year’s Pride was one for the 
books. And it was clear from the energy radiating from every 
single soul that took part, that this will be remembered for 
many years to come. 

“Pride is focused on creating safe spaces, particularly this 
year,” said Up North Pride president and programming/events 
co-chair Nick Viox. “After the pandemic, people couldn’t see 
themselves in others anymore. Community is made when 
you’re able to gather. We, as humans, uniquely yearn for that 
sense of community.” After the year-and-a-half lockdown, 

human connection was sorely missing.
The queer community doesn’t always get to celebrate 

themselves. In fact, sometimes it’s made particularly difficult 
and heartbreaking by those who believe in the idea of “the 
other.” In the 2016 Pulse Nightclub shooting in Orlando, 49 
people were killed and 53 more were injured. That year, Up 
North Pride’s march attracted more than double what it had 
the year before. The community came together to look out for 
one another through all the pain and sadness of still feeling 
unaccepted in society at large. 

“Growing up in Manton, I was the only gay kid in my 
town,” Viox lamented. “It’s an incredibly solitary feeling. For 
kids like that, increased visibility means the world.”

It’s Queer, And It Has A Voice That Deserves To Be Heard.
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White Pine Press is Hiring

Are you a writer, editor, or photographer? Looking for a job? 
The White Pine Press would like to offer you the opportunity 
to join our staff. The White Pine Press is a bi-weekly newspaper 
that offers real-world experience while you do what you love. 
If you would like to learn more, contact faculty advisor Jacob 
Wheeler at email jwheeler@nmc.edu

Looking for more White Pine Press content? Find the latest 
issue of the White Pine Press and archives of our entire history 
online at whitepinepresstc.com. You can also connect with us 
on social media: 

Facebook: facebook.com/thewhitepinepress 
Instagram: instagram.com/tcwhitepinepress

NMC History

During the
1950’s, NMC
held an
annual
Halloween
Dance. Here,
we can see a
young couple
dressed as
pirates during
the 1957
celebration.

News in Brief
   Northwestern Michigan College Foundation has celebrated its most 
successful fundraising campaign. The Be What’s Possible campaign has raised 
$40.3 million. This is the largest fundraising campaign undertaken by any 
Michigan community college to date. These funds support students across all of 
NMC’s campuses as well as the Dennos Museum Center, WNMC, Extended
Education, and the International Affairs Forum.

   The winners of the top two prizes of NMC’s Big Win giveaway, tuition and
fees for the spring 2022 semester (up to $10,000 in value), are both adult
students: Sarah Sergent, 37, of Traverse City, a first-year student in NMC’s
Marine Technology bachelor’s degree program, and Kelley Nelson, 38, of
Bellaire, a Computer Information Technology student. The contest was a
vaccine incentive program that more than 900 students registered for.

   There is a Trunk-or-Treat event in the Cherry Parking Lot Wednesday, Oct.
27 from 5 to 7pm.

   Jason Slade is the college’s new inaugural Vice President for Strategic
Initiatives, a newly-created executive role in which he will be tasked with
charting the college’s future direction. “I am humbled and grateful for the
opportunity to strengthen and expand the ways our college serves our students
and communities. NMC has a proud history and I know our future holds many
more exciting successes,” Slade said.
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Up North Pride Continued from pg. 1

The Up North Pride drag show in full effect, starring Deedee ChaunteBen Eaton as the host of the Up North Pride Parade

The 2021 UNP Pride March on Front Street

The Pride balloons in full effect at the Open Space party

   The desire to discover and explore the LGBTQA+ and create a safe space for those people to 
feel fully comfortable to come exactly as they are is exactly why Up North Pride isn’t going away 
any time soon. The desire to come together and share love and affection for the community 
isn’t something to be scoffed at. So no one involved does. They just show love and affection a 
thousand times over, longing to make a difference for the queer community that doesn’t feel 
seen or respected.

“Pride is one of the things in the world that makes me feel like there are still genuine, loving 
and empathetic people,” Carlie Wilson, a recent graduate of NMC said. “I feel as if I’m in a 
bubble of love that is untouchable and impenetrable. It inspires me to spread and radiate love 
through all aspects of my life.”

   Wilson isn’t alone in her empathy or loving, but it’s more than that, too. The chant during 
the march that echoed across the buildings downtown was loud and proud. “We’re here, we’re 
queer, we’re fabulous, don’t f*ck with us.” We’re all in this fight for equality together. We’re all 
wanting to show love. But no one deserves to be ridiculed for how they do that. 
    Increased visibility really can make a world of difference. The LGBTQA+ community is one 
that is only just coming into the media spotlight, “but we’re not all Will & Grace’s,” Viox said. 
There is still so much that isn’t being said. There are so many people who don’t feel seen. The 
young queer kids still unsure of their identity are hiding in the closets because of nights like 
those of the Pulse nightclub shooting.
   That needs to change. Love is love is love is love is love. And that’s all there is to it.

Photos by Micah Mabey
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LOVE  and  

HEALTH  for  ALL!

Birth Control 
Pregnancy Tests

STI/STD Testing & Treatments
Breast/Cervical Cancer Screenings

Annual Exams
HIV Testing

Appointments are 
confidential and open to all. 

www.gtchd.org/581
231-995-6113

Medicaid Accepted/Uninsured Welcome

GTCHD OFFERS:

Students Struggle to Connect During COVID
Rachel Bonesteel
Staff Writer

“Birds Fly In” Brings Together Painting, Music, and More
Craig Hadley 
Contributing Writer

Mary Garay (left) with classmate 
Haley Munro in West Hall on their 
lunch break.

Student Megan Franzel studing in 
West Hall for her Anatomy test.

Photos by All NMC-Dennos Museum

Students all 
across the country 

have just endured their first month of college, 
and are feeling more stress and anxiety than 
ever before. Along with the usual stresses of 
deadlines and new living conditions, students 
are left to deal with a global pandemic that 
has changed the way they socialize and live. 
Despite the best efforts of students and NMC, 
COVID-19 has still placed a toll on students.

Mary Garay moved to Traverse City this 
fall to attend NMC. Garay is a dental hygiene 
student originally from Vermont. Before 
moving, she felt “excited and happy, I couldn’t 
wait to make new friends.” Due to COVID 
guidelines, events held by students have been 
limited. Even with the Student Life office 
working hard to connect students, Garay 
claims she had trouble making friends at first. 
“Masks add a barrier, they prevent us from 
socializing normally.” 

Increased numbers of online classes have 
added to the amount of virtual interactions 
teachers and students experience daily. 
However, not every student misses the face-to-
face interactions. 

Megan Franzel, an NMC student from 
Sandusky, Michigan, appreciates the virtual 
options the pandemic has created. “Online 
courses are easier, they freed up my schedule so 

I can do more.”
For prospective and incoming students, 

choosing a college has new difficulties due 
to ongoing restrictions. “Because of the 
pandemic, I realized I needed to make smarter 
choices with my money and my future,” said 
Garay. “NMC gave me the opportunity to  go 
to school for cheap and for something I want, 
as opposed to a university where I’d have just 
general classes. NMC seemed to encompass 
everything I needed.”  

Moving out of state, Garay claims her 
biggest concern was “being away from family”. 
After being in the house with loved ones for 
almost a year, this was a difficult decision that 
brought on even more feelings of worry and 
anxiety for her. 

It is clear that NMC has a big role to play in 
connecting these new students. Garay claims 
what helped her was “definitely how welcoming 
and helpful the staff and teachers were.” Seeing 
friendly and familiar faces around campus is 
what helped her get settled. 

“Decorating my dorm, pictures of my 
boyfriend, my family and my dog of course,” 
is how Franzel made NMC feel like home. 
Despite the circumstances of our world, all of 
NMC’s students are receiving their education, 
they have persisted and continue to settle in as 
the semester progresses.

Artist Ellie Harold’s 
migration-inspired 
BIRDS FLY IN: 
A Human Refuge 
collaborative art 
project seeks to awaken 
individuals to the visible 
and invisible cages 
that separate people 
from the freedom they 
long for. When birds 
unexpectedly “flew” 

onto Ellie’s canvas in 2017, she understood them to be intuitive messengers of hope 
and healing for a troubled world. Ellie was inspired to create BIRDS FLY IN as a way 
of responding to human crises that elude political solutions. Visitors to the exhibit 
are invited to immerse themselves in avian-themed art and music within a secular 
sanctuary designed to encourage slow looking and deep listening.

A team of international collaborators were attracted to the idea and the cross-
cultural installation began to take shape: Ellie painted large abstract bird paintings 
while listening to the richly evocative original soundtrack she commissioned from 
Mexican composer/multi-instrumentalist David Mendoza whose dream it was to come 
to the United States.

 All texts from the exhibit have been translated into Spanish by Northwestern 
Michigan College Vice President of Lifelong & Professional Learning, Marguerite 
Cotto. After serving NMC for 40 years, Cotto will retire at the end of 2021. We are 
honored to have her translation work featured in the Dennos during this special time 
in her career.

More information about the project may be found at www.BirdsFlyIn. org. As 
always, NMC students receive FREE admission to the Dennos Museum Center. 
Simply show your student ID at the front desk and enjoy 20,000 square feet of 
enriching exhibitions, film, and more.
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Ferris Offers flexible, convenient classes in Traverse City and online.  
Transfer up to 90 Northwestern Michigan College credit hours.  
Discover financial aid opportunities and meet with our admission  
experts at the Virtual Open House to learn how to get started. 

Join us any time between 11am-1pm or 6-8pm.

Move Ferris forward. Register now.

FERRIS.EDU/EVERYWHERE/OPEN-HOUSE 

Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. For information on the University’s Policy  
on Non-Discrimination, visit ferris.edu/non-discrimination.

If you have a disability and require accommodation to participate in this event, contact Jocelyn Goheen,  
Director of Student Services, at (616) 451-4777 to request accommodations at least 72 hours in advance. 20211006

What the Tech?! The Rise of Artificial Intelligence

On Sept. 28, Amazon 
announced its newest 

Alexa-enabled device, Astro. While this is 
not a particularly catchy name, it has its 
basis in science fiction.  
   This is a small, 20-pound robot that sports 
multiple motors, computer processors, 
and mobility. There is a tablet-like face, 
that under normal operations has a pair of 
eyes that are expressive, though serving no 
other purpose. So what is Astro? This is a 

new evolution in the market of personal assistants. The original Palm Pilot 
from the 1990’s allowed users to email, have a portable calendar, and make 
phone calls all with one device. The release of the first smartphone extended 
these capabilities even further. When Apple released Siri on its iPhone 4S in 
2011, it opened even more possibilities for personal assistants—you could 
now ask your phone questions directly rather than typing things.
   Amazon initially released its Alexa app in March 2013, and it has evolved 
as more complex technologies have become available. It started with the 
Amazon Echo, with additions of the Dot, Show, Link, and others—all 
leading to the Astro. The new Alexa enabled device will allow Alexa to follow 
you throughout your home, video chat from any location, look around your 
house with a smartphone app, and even carry up to five pounds on its back.
  The Astro pushes the envelope by using artificial intelligence (AI) for 
navigation and facial recognition. One of the two processors in this small 
robot is dedicated solely to making smart decisions. This is not the first 
device that uses AI for decision making while maintaining mobility.
  Boston Dynamics has been a leader in using AI integrated with machinery 
since it created its first quadruped robot, BigDog, in 2004. Today, you can
purchase its distant relative, Spot, directly from the company for $75,000. 

It has grown to have near-complete omniscient capabilities, adapting to new
situations easily, and able to evaluate its surroundings. Spot has been used 
recently by several police department bomb squads to protect human lives. 
Spot has also inspected potentially dangerous situations in factories, ships, 
and oil rigs. 
   Not content with a four-legged canine analog, Boston Dynamics has also 
created a humanoid robot named Atlas. This 5-foot tall bipedal AI is being 
used for search-and-rescue missions, debris removal, and hazardous waste 
situations. The newest models of Atlas are able to perform routines such as 
driving, gymnastics, parkour, firefighting tasks, and even demolition tasks on 
a construction site. Atlas is not available for purchase by the general public, 
though if the history of Spot is any indication, it should be purchasable 
within five years. 
   Ever one to try to push technology forward, Elon Musk announced on 
Aug. 19 that a prototype of the Tesla Bot will be available in 2022. This 
5-foot 8-inch, 125-pound human analog is proposed to take over the 
mundane tasks of everyday life. It will utilize a similar AI that powers the 
Tesla self driving automobiles, adapted to recognize more objects and interact 
more easily with humans. There has been some very critical reception to 
Musk’s announcement. Contributing writer James Vincent, in an article on 
the Verge from Aug. 20, states that “...it was a bizarre and brilliant bit of 
tomfoolery,” which summarizes what many experts are saying about the Telsa 
CEO’s announcement.
   It won’t be long before we do have human-analog, highly advanced AI 
assistants in our homes. According to a Dec. 2020 survey by Statista, more 
than 35% of U.S. homes already have some sort of smart home technology. 
This market started eight years ago and the growth potential is immense. 
Once this technology stops growing, another will start to rise. Could this be 
the beginning of the rise of the machines?

David Hosler
Contributing Writer 
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SPORTS & FITNESS

Owner Kevin Vlach in front of the Erike Wynn
(@heartilluminate) mural at ELEV8

The boulder wall at ELEV8 climbing gym in action.

ELEV8 CLIMBS ITS WAY TO SUCCESS
Micah Mabey
Staff Writer

Student Intern Brings Sports and Fitness Back to Campus
Kyle Hoffman
Staff Writer 

There’s a natural inclination for 
humans to want to climb. More than 

4,000 people have scaled Mt. Everest, the Mission Impossible 
movies have Tom Cruise surmounting high-rise after high-rise, 
and kids will find the tallest trees they can.

That’s why Kevin Vlach & Nick Olson started their new 
venture on the corner of 8th Street and Woodmere: ELEV8 
Climbing Gym. 

Since opening to the general public on Aug 25, it seems 
ELEV8 has seen major success.

“The spot is great, we get people walking and biking here 
every day,” Vlach said. He attributes a lot of that traffic to the 
location. “There are days we’ll have a dozen bikes hooked up to 
the racks.”

It wasn’t an easy road to get to this success though. In 
fact, it’s been many years in the making, Vlach explains. “My 
daughter wasn’t even one when we started planning, and now 
she’s six and a half.”

That seems to be the case with most gyms, Vlach believes. 
“It’s not as easy to put together as people think. Real estate is 
kind of the sticking point.” Not just purchasing, but designing 
and building the interior of the facilities can be a challenge.

The climbing wall company, Onsite out of Montreal, was 
incredibly patient and willing to help them throughout the 
lengthy process of designing the climbing walls found at the 
facility. Onsite is beginning to break into the U.S. market, and 
Vlach believes that the work they’ve done at ELEV8 was stellar. 

Vlach has appreciation for those who helped put the actual 
building itself together, too. “Having a construction company 
like Comstock that really seemed to have a legitimate operation 
was a huge help, too. This whole building process, even through 
COVID-19 and the winter, happened on schedule.”

What it seems the team is most excited about is that they 
now have a voice as community members. In creating this 
project, they realized that they have a platform. They can speak. 
More than anything, they can ave an inclusive space everyone. 

“Inclusivity is everything man, “said Vlach.” That’s humanity. 
So much strife comes from the concept of ‘the other.’ We can 
choose to not be that way. We had the chance to carve out 
specific time to allow marginalized communities to feel safe.”

As a sport traditionally dominated by white males, it’s easy 
for people to not see themselves in climbing. Vlach believes that 
the industry at large is trying to address that, and ELEV8 wants 
to be at the forefront of that change. “We have an audience. We 
have a platform. I grew up here in Traverse City. It’s changed a 
lot since I was a kid. Some for the better, some for the worse. 
We wanna be a part of that change for the better.”

ELEV8 urges everyone to get in touch with them if they want 
a club, an event, or have an idea for bettering the community 
through the work that they’re going to continue to do. 

“We’re here. We’re just people. We’ve got ears. Let’s chat.”  
    For more information, check out www.elev8climbing.com, 
send them an email at info@ elev8climbing.com, or stop by 
during their general hours Monday - Friday 10am - 9pm, 
Saturday 11am - 8pm, or Sunday 12p - 6pm.

The clink of a steel chain or the swoosh of nylon—which sound is more 
satisfying? Most people don’t care, but many basketball players have strong 
opinions about the sound they prefer to hear when they sink a deep-three 

that doesn’t so much as graze the rim. Students playing at the outdoor basketball court in 
between East and North Hall decided they would prefer steel chain nets, rather than the nylon 
nets there at the time. They took their idea to Associate Dean of Campus and Residence Life, 
Marcus Bennett, who made it happen.

I caught up with Bennett and intern Isaac Dedenbach to talk about what the future holds 
for NMC students who want to stay active. 

Currently, NMC offers access to the fitness center located in North Hall. The facility 
is completely free for residents of North or East Hall and costs only $60 for 4 months for 
students living off-campus. To join, students need to call the number on NMC’s Fitness Center 
website ((231)-995-1700). 

Just recently, the fitness center extended its hours of operation. They are now open seven 
days a week, from 8 a.m to 8 p.m Monday-Friday, 8 a.m to 12 p.m on Saturday, and 2 to 6 
p.m on Sunday. 

A lack of staffing made it difficult to offer long hours for the fitness center, but newly-
employed Dedenbach is the key to the facility’s improvements. He is an intern at NMC and 
a public health major at Grand Valley State University. He is usually in the fitness center, 
available to help people who may have questions about their fitness, whether that be giving 
advice on how to focus on a specific muscle, how to use a machine, or to help people with 
their form to protect them from injury. He is just a month or two away from receiving the 
certification he needs to begin getting classes going. He also hopes to be running open gyms 
and intramural sports on campus shortly as well.

There are still some COVID-19 precautions being taken to keep everyone safe. Dedenbach 
has a strict cleaning schedule, everyone is required to wear a mask, visitors must check-in 

as they enter the gym, and equipment must be disinfected after use. The gym is also very 
inclusive. It is relatively small but has more than enough equipment to meet the needs of all 
levels of workouts. Dedenbach is there to help beginners as well as proficient athletes. It is a 
low-pressure, no judgment space. 

It is a tight-knit facility. There are currently only 15 non-resident members. It used to be 
available to the general public but is only open to faculty, staff, and students at this time. “I 
was here for six hours yesterday and I had three people come in,” Dedenbach says. “I would say 
anywhere from three to a dozen people come in—there are never lines for machines.”

Along with the fitness center, there is a lot in store for future intramural sports and 
recreational activities. In September, there was a 3x3 basketball tournament (with three players 
per team on the court) on campus. And every February there is a “snowball” between the East 
and North Hall. 

Activities like this are only going to become more frequent. On Friday, Oct. 22, 2 to 5pm 
there will be a kickball tournament at the softball field next to East Hall. Bennett also plans 
on putting together a volleyball tournament, and Kick/Pass/Punt competition—and anything 
else students show interest in. “A lot of it is based on student feedback,” Bennett says. “That 
basketball thing was kind of, students brought it to my attention.”

There are many activities for students that don’t require facilities or formal organization. 
There is a newly renovated disc golf course, a basketball court, softball field, and volleyball net 
currently all open on campus. 

Information for these events can be found on the NMC Fitness Center page, student 
calendar, and through campus-wide emails. Students can also drop into the fitness center to 
share ideas with Dedenbach, or they can email Bennett at mbennett@nmc.edu. “If there are 
things we can do, let’s do it,” says Bennett. “We want people to have a good experience, and a 
good time so they feel connected.”
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Halloween L.A.B. Party
Friday, October 29
6:00pm to 11:00pm
Grand Traverse Event Center [738 
S Garfield Ave, Traverse City, MI, 
49686]
Cost - $20 at the door
Ages - 18 and up, must be over 21 
to drink. 
Party in a club setting with local 
artists, live performances, and a 
costume contest.
COVID-19 Policy - N/A

Ghost Farm of Kingsley 
Haunted Trail
Every Friday and Saturday in 
October (Except Halloween night)
Gates open at 7pm, haunting starts at 
dusk, gates close at 11pm
5010 Pierce Rd Kingsley MI 49649
Cost - $15 for everyone, credit 
cards must be booked for the night 
you chose to visit. Cash only at the 
gate. 
Ages - Anyone (Children must be 
able to walk on their own)
Walk through the Ghost Farm’s 
dark, haunted woods to find scares 
at every turn. The Farmer has built 
a brand new and beautiful summer 
camp, Camp Terra, in the heart 
of the forest. Will you make it 
through? Or fall into the hands of 
the Ghost Farm’s creatures? 
COVID-19 Policy - The event is 
only operating outside on the trail/
greenhouse this year. Masks are 
optional.

Halloween Metaphysical 
Fair
Saturday, October 30
10:00am to 6:00pm
Higher Self, 313 E Front St, Traverse 
City
Cost - $10 for 10 minutes of 
reading time
Ages - Anyone 
There’s no time like Halloween to 
have your fortune told! Put on a 
costume and head over to Higher 
Self Bookstore where a number of 
readers will be present to take a 
look into your future and what it 
holds in store for you!
COVID-19 Policy - N/A

Trunk or Treat
Sunday, October 31
4:00pm to 7:00pm
1895 Keystone Rd N, Traverse City
Cost - Free
Ages - Anyone
A family friendly fun event filled 
with giveaways, candy, pony & 
train rides!
COVID-19 Policy - N/A

Screams in the Dark
Dates - Every Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday night in October
Friday and Saturday 7-11pm, 
Sunday 7-10pm
Northwestern Michigan Fairgrounds, 
3606 Blair Town Hall Rd Traverse 
City, MI 49685
Cost - Option 1: Hayride and 
Haunted Trail- including the 
Mausoleum and Corn Maze- $7.00 
per person all ages.
Option 2: All attractions (Wagon 
ride, trail, pandemonium, swamp of 
suffering, and dreadmoore manor) 
$17.00 per person ages 12+ and 
$12.00 per person under 11.
Ages - Recommended ages are 10 
years and up  for the Hayride and 
Haunted Trail. These attractions 
have plenty of scares but they are 
not as intense as the others. Over 14 
years of age is recommended for the 
Grimfell Asylum, Pandemonium, 
and Delirium attractions. 
One of the largest haunting events 
in Northern Michigan! Walk 
through haunted houses with 
creatures and monsters scaring 
you at every turn! 5 attractions in 
1 location: Dreadmoore manor, 
swamp of suffering, pandemonium, 
and the haunted wagon ride and 
trail!
COVID-19 Policy - N/A

13th Annual Zombie Run
Saturday, October 30
9:00am to 12:00pm
Location - Right Brain Brewery, 225 
E 16th St, Traverse City
Cost - $25 - $35 (Online 
registration before October 28th 
Adult: $30, Student & under: $25) 
(Online registration after October 
28th Adult: $35 Student & under 
$25)
Ages - Anyone who can run/walk
A zombie themed 5k run/walk 
through the streets of downtown 
Traverse City. Dress up as a brain-
thirsty zombie and try to win the 
costume contest! Prizes are given 
to best adult costume male/female, 
best child costume male/female, 
and best group costume! Race 
medals are also awarded to overall 
male/female winners as well as 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place age group 
winners. Stick around after the 
race for the medal/costume prizes, 
music, post-race refreshments and 
zombie socializing!
COVID-19 Policy - N/A

Great Lakes Children’s 

Museum Boo Art Fest
Saturday, October 30
9:30am - 11:30am, 12:00pm - 
2:00pm, 2:30pm - 4:30pm
Great Lakes Children’s Museum, 
13240 S West Bayshore Dr, Traverse 
City
Cost - Members: Free, 
Nonmembers: $7 ($1 for Pee-
Wee Pumpkin Painting 
and/or Spooky Hand Slap 
Painting) 
Ages - 1 and up
The Boo Art Fest is what 
you get when you mix 
Halloween with a boat 
load of orange and black 
paint and then add creative 
kids with squirt bottles, 
glue sticks, and paint 
brushes in hand. Come 
expecting to get 
messy! (You might want 
to save your costumes 
for Halloween night). 
COVID-19 Policy 
- Masks strongly 
recommended for guests age 2 
and up. Hand Sanitizing or hand 
washing required at entry and 
recommended at exit. Boundaries 
on Museum floors designed to help 
with social distancing. Contact 
information and COVID-19 
screening responses collected on 
registration for the event and 
verified at entry. 

Booze & Beats Bash
Saturday, October 30
8:00pm to 11:59pm
The Coin Slot, 346 E Front st
Cost - Food and Drink costs, event 
is free.
Ages - Must be 21+ to purchase 
drinks (assuming event is 18+)
A night of mischief and jam
s starting off with a halloween 
themed punk rock set by Manson 
Family Values followed by DJ 
Two Straws. Choose from 200+ 
drinks or great food from Gemini 
Sandwich Company and Radish 
Street Food. Dress up for the 
costume contest with prizes 
awarded for the Best Overall 
Costume, Funniest Costume, or 
Most Original Costume. 
COVID-19 Policy - N/A

Thriller Night
Saturday October 30
7:00pm to 9:00pm
Jacob’s Farm
Cost - $18 (You can pre-purchase 
tickets online)
Ages - Anyone
A spooky (but kid friendly) 

haunted corn maze! Farmer 
Jacob releases the creatures from 
his barn for one night only this 
halloween season. Don’t forget your 
flashlights!
COVID-19 Policy - N/A

SPOOKtacular 
Storytelling 
with Jenifer 
Strauss
Saturday, October 23
6:00pm to 8:00pm
Arts for All of Northern Michigan, 
1129 Woodmere Ave. Suite A, 
Traverse City
Cost - $15 per person but there are 
discounts available.
Ages - Everyone
Storyteller Jenifer Strauss will be 
reading “Tingling Tales and Spooky 
Songs” at this Halloween event 
filled with stories, snacks, 
crafts, and socializing. 
COVID-19 Policy 
- N/A

Halloween Events Calendar
A & E

Illustration by Martha Sprout
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Dennos Museum’s “Away From Home” Documents Legacy of Abuse
Kathryn DePauw
Editor in Chief

“The Department 
of War started the 
boarding schools in the 

early 1870’s as a way to deal with the ‘Indian 
Problem’,” the Dennos Museum’s powerful, 
sobering exhibit “Away From Home” tells us. 
Now generally considered a cultural genocide, 
the motive for the schools was to erase the 
Native identity of the youth. The children 
were forced to speak English, cut their hair, 
wear uniforms, and practice Christianity. 
Children were often forcibly removed from 
their parents’ care under the guise of child 
safety and placed in religious boarding schools 
(also called residential schools). 

“I asked my mom afterwards, why did I 
have to go?” Paul Raphael told the Northern 
Express in 2008. He and his eight siblings 
all attended Holy Childhood boarding 
school. “She told me that at that time, in 
the early 1960s, they were coming through 
Peshawbestown and taking kids away from 
parents. Pretty much all the houses didn’t 
have running water or electricity. They 
didn’t consider them fit to live in, so they’d 
put all the kids in boarding school. She said 
the school was the only way of keeping us 
together.” 

Holy Childhood of Jesus Catholic Church 
was one of the country’s longest running 
boarding schools. It was located in Harbor 
Springs and began operating in 1829. Holy 

Childhood started off as a church-run mission 
school which taught the children in their 
native language, but by the late 1880’s, the 
federal government had taken over all Native 
education. And the age of the boarding school 
began.

Indigenous students served as a workforce 
for boarding schools, performing menial tasks 
in addition to the schooling. The students 
also had to suffer at the hands of the school’s 
staff. The history of abuse is well documented 
and the nuns at Holy Childhood have been 
accused of many counts of abuse (physical, 
mental, and sexual) against children. 

The fracturing of family connections and 
experiences, along with what the children 
experienced at the school, has created trauma 
that many locals are still working through. 
With the Holy Childhood only ending its 
boarding school for Natives in 1983, and 
completely shutting down in 1988, the 
impact of the boarding school is still being 
felt across the community.

“We’ve had many visitors to the exhibition 
who attended this boarding school and 
others—this is still very much an ongoing 
conversation today—particularly with the 
news of boarding schools in Canada, and the 
US Bureau of Indian Affairs’s commitment 
to investigating boarding schools in our 
own country,” said Craig Hadley, executive 
director and chief curator for the Dennos 

Museum.
The remains of 215 children were 

found on the grounds of Kamloop Indian 
Residential School in British Columbia, 
Canada on May 29. They were discovered 
after the Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc 
community searched the school’s land with 
ground-penetrating radar. The unmarked 
graves confirmed what many in the Native 
community have long suspected—that 
many children were dying at these schools.

In response to the discovery, Canada 
held its first-ever National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation on Sept 30. Also 
known as Orange Shirt Day, this holiday 
commemorates those impacted by the 
country’s Indigenous residential schools. 

Local Indigenous groups celebrated as well, 
although the United States does not formally 
acknowledge the holiday. 

On Oct. 8, President Joe Biden proclaimed 
Oct. 11 would be Indigenous People’s Day, 
with Columbus Day being celebrated on the 
same date.

While the timing of the exhibit seems to 
align with the spike in public interest, the 
process actually began years ago. The museum 
applied in 2019 to host the collection. The 
original exhibition was curated and organized 
by the Herd Museum in Phoenix. 

In 2020, Hadley traveled to Kansas 
City to view the exhibit, receive training 
on installation, and discuss program ideas 
about the exhibit. The National Endowment 
for the Humanities covered the costs of the 
exhibition’s national tour.

The local tribal communities, including 
the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 
Chippewa Indians (GTB) and the Little 
Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians (LTBB), 

also contributed to this exhibit. Included are 
archival panels of Holy Childhood, compiled 
by Eric Hemenway, Director of Repatriation, 
Archives and Records for the LTBB. 

The collection of first-person accounts, 
photographs, artifacts, and interactive 
exhibits creates an immersive experience. The 
visitor is able to follow the impacts of the 
boarding schools through history and into the 
present. The museum hopes this exhibit will 
help educate people hearing about the schools 
for the first time.“Our staff feels strongly that 
museums can help bridge the knowledge 
and empathy gaps between our native and 
non-native communities,” said Hadley. 
In recognition of their contributions to the 
exhibit, all members of the GTB and LTBB 
will receive free admission to the Dennos 
Museum Center through Oct. 31. The Away 
From Home Exhibit will close on Oct. 24 
but Close to Home, a collection of modern 
works from local Anishinaabek artists will be 
available until the end of the month. 

Photos courtesy of the Dennos Museum


